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Abstract  
As we reference prehistoric groups of the Ohio Valley with the names Adena, Hopewell, and Fort 

Ancient, coded remnants of what appears to be a culture considerably antedating these three are 

being slowly revealed through the work of various investigators. This culture, which may have 

existed as early as the Late Paleo-Indian or Early Archaic timeline [5-6000 years before the 

present], seems to have been adept in the disciplines of the high arts of the honorable sciences of 

antiquity. These artistic sciences included, but were not limited to metrology, overland surveying, 

plane geometry, and precise astronomical sighting. In the subsequent Woodland prehistoric 

period, the signs of this cultureôs achievements seem to have been assimilated within renovations 

taking the form of certain specific earthworks. 

Late nineteenth and early twentieth century American Archaeology, in a frame of reference 

inconsiderate of such an inspired period, further obscured these already occluded signatures 

unwittingly through continued subscription to a linear intellectual policy driven by the 

expediencies of receiving Indian lands. From the pre-Colonial Period, Native American 

traditions, their ancient architectures, record keeping systems, and their funerary works, were 

conveniently framed and redressed to a pervasive, racially prejudiced philosophy defining them 

as the productions of a superseded humanity, religiously inferior, and nearly devoid of the 

enlightenments appreciated by the European and Celtic cultures.                      

The extensive use of the simple shapes of circle, square, and octagon has also persuaded us away 

from recognizing this proposed unknown cultureôs memorable accomplishments in that we tend 

to compare their choices of geometric form with those of our 

own historical reference, especially early Egyptian and Greek 

influences. It is fair to suggest that as they attained skills in the 

aesthetic application of the golden ratio, they realized the natural 

potential for ingenuous 

expression in the most basic 

forms of circle and square.  

They developed this knowledge 

assiduously and with such subtlety as may continue to elude our 

grasp until their inspired system of natural magic is fully 

rediscovered and properly adopted. 

(Left): The use of crypto-geometric resolution in application to the Great Serpent Mound 

of Adams County reveals the advanced geometric concept of the hexagon. Because no 

telltale evidence of the unseen six-sided figure was apparent to mainstream science 

until the discovery of astronomical considerations cited below, this example reflects a 

sublime philosophy indicative of great maturity. It might be comparable to an expert 

potter destroying a mold once a casting has been made. The double line running from 

lower left to upper right shows the alignment of true north to the geometry and the 

alignment of the serǇŜƴǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ǘǊǳŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭΦ In addition, the line running from the upper left to the lower right 

following the asterisks is the summer solstice setting sun line as it appears on or around June 21 every year. The two lines meet to 

form a nearly perfect 60-degree angle. What is more remarkable about this figure is the fact of the hexagon relating a particular unit 

and system of measure that has been used extensively in other locales, some of which are beyond the continental United States. 

[Mason, after Hamilton and Romain] (Right) This figure illustrates what geometric science references as the sacred cut wherein a 

circle is partially swung from the center base of the right square to meet the base of the left square producing the divine ratio of 
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1.618. Although this aesthetically enjoyable geometry may be found in many other forms including the pentagon, hexagon, and 

octagon, its discovery in the twin square scenario is considered classic. 

The Loss of the Ancient Earthworks  
In Ohio, the number of mounds, including enclosures of different kinds, is estimated at about 

моΣлллΧ1    

Many of these ruins of a lost race are to this day without a description, while their forms and 

dimensions are fast disappearing under the operation of the plough and the spade. For it is in the 

rich valleys of the Miami, the Scioto, and the Muskingum, where the modern agriculturist now 

cultivates the soil, that an ancient people, more numerous than the present occupants, pursued 

the same peaceful avocation...2 

The Enclosure  Earthworks , Effigies, and Ȱ!ÒÔÉÆÉÃÉÁÌ -ÏÕÎÄÓȱ 
He (the Indian chief Cornplanter) also declaredΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŦƻǊǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Indians, but belonged to "a very long ago" people, who were of a white complexion, and skilled 

ƛƴ ŀǊǘǎΧ
3
 

Existing records indicated that Indian Chiefs had informed early white settlers that their 

forefathers did not construct the artificial mounds but that they had been built by a more ancient 

race of people who had disappeared before their forefathers came.4  

A profound, perhaps impenetrable mystery envelops alike the construction and purposes of these 

wonderful works, the creations of a race of men who have been dust for centuries, of whom no 

other record or memorial has ever been discovered than these monuments, which are, if 

undisturbed by man, as lasting as the pryamids [sic] of Egypt. These artificial mounds are very 

frequently connected with the remains of forts, walls and other fortifications, that for 

engineering skill and mathematical ingenuity would compare favorably with many works of 

similar character of the present day.5 

(Right): Jas McBride surveyed this figure in 1836, 

thought to be near Ross and Hamilton, Ohio. The 

picture, when turned on its side as shown here, 

bears a similarity to an enormously stocky yet 

mobile razorback hog replete with hoof, ear, tusk, 

and tail. The terrain all around appears sculpted to 

match the contours of this massive effigy, a feat 

that would have required great skill in surveying 

and a well-organized labor force. One entry point 

seems to be through an interesting maze at the rear 

of the creature apparently representing the 

Pleiades, suggesting an age approaching 5000 

years as will be explained in detail in a subsequent article. Ephraim Squier made his own map about 

10 years later, which lacks the same quality yet has a detailed description of the property.  




